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EUROPE:   A   GEOGRAPHICAL   SURVEY

Bohemia is also the industrial heart of the country. Its wealth of
coal, lignite, clay, quartz and agricultural products furnishes the raw
materials which the capable Czech and German population have used
to fashion a progressive industrial state. Manufacturing has also been
aided by the location of Bohemia with respect to the raw materials
and markets of other sections of Europe, and by the excellent trans-
portation facilities which enable the Bohemians to take advantage of
their favorable location. The coal fields of Plzeii and Kladno are ex-
tensively worked, as are those of the Brandau district in the moun-
tains of the northwest. In the northwest, along the German border,
lie the great lignite fields which enable Czechoslovakia to rank second
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among the nations of the world in the production of this fuel. Coal
and lignite provide the principal sources of power for the nation's
industries, although the textile and timber industries which are located
near the bordering mountains make extensive use of water power.
On and near the coal fields are the chief centers of the steel and
machinery industries. For centuries Jablonec, Plzen and Praha have
been famous for their glass, now made from sand imported from
Saxony. The clays of Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad) have given rise to
an important porcelain industry. Bohemian hops are of unusually
high quality, and have aided in making Plzen and Budejovice (Bud-
weis) brewing centers of major importance. The sugar refining, flour
milling1 and leather industries are widely scattered in the more produc-
tive agricultural sections. The high degree of industrialization in